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AP® World History Exam
SECTION I, PART A: Multiple-Choice

DO NOT OPEN THIS BOOKLET UNTIL YOU ARE TOLD TO DO SO.

Instructions

Section I, Part A of this exam contains 55 multiple-choice questions. Fill in only the ovals for 
numbers 1 through 55 on your answer sheet. 

Indicate all of your answers to the multiple-choice questions on the answer sheet. No credit 
will be given for anything written in this exam booklet, but you may use the booklet for notes 
or scratch work. After you have decided which of the suggested answers is best, completely 
fill in the corresponding oval on the answer sheet. Give only one answer to each question. If 
you change an answer, be sure that the previous mark is erased completely. Here is a sample 
question and answer.

Sample Question  Sample Answer 

Chicago is a  
(A)  state 
(B)  city 
(C)  country 
(D)  continent 

Use your time effectively, working as quickly as you can without losing accuracy. Do not 
spend too much time on any one question. Go on to other questions and come back to the 
ones you have not answered if you have time. It is not expected that everyone will know the 
answers to all the multiple-choice questions.

Your total score on the multiple-choice section is based only on the number of questions 
answered correctly. Points are not deducted for incorrect answers or unanswered questions. 

SECTION I, PART B: Short Answer

Instructions

Section I, Part B of this exam consists of 4 short-answer questions. Write your responses on a 
separate sheet of paper.  

A B C D

The Exam

Time
55 minutes
Number of Questions
55
Percent of Total Score
40%
Writing Instrument
Pencil required

At a Glance

Time
50 minutes
Number of Questions
4
Percent of Total Score
20%
Writing Instrument
Pen with black or dark blue ink

At a Glance

Time
55 minutes
Number of Questions
55
Percent of Total Score
40%
Writing Instrument
Pencil required

At a Glance

Time
50 minutes
Number of Questions
4
Percent of Total Score
20%
Writing Instrument
Pen with black or dark blue ink

At a Glance
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WORLD HISTORY

Section I, Part A

Time—55 minutes

55 Questions

Directions: Each of the questions or incomplete statements below is followed by either four suggested answers or completions. 
Select the one that is best in each case and then fill in the appropriate letter in the corresponding space on the answer sheet.

Questions 1–3 refer to the image below. 

Cuneiform tablet containing an administrative account of barley distribution, ca. 3100–2900 b.c.e.

 2.  Which of the following changes most directly  
accompanied the increase in grain production during the 
time period of the cuneiform tablet shown above?

(A) An increase in hunter-gatherer lifestyles 
(B) An increase in monotheistic belief systems
(C) An increase in economic equality between men and 

women
(D) An increase in urban populations and organized 

communities

 3.  Which of the following geographic features was a  
primary factor that enabled the Sumerians to farm crops 
such as the barley mentioned in the administrative  
account shown above?

(A) The river valleys of the Tigris and Euphrates 
(B) The mountains of the Hindu Kush
(C) The Nile Delta
(D) The deserts of the Arabian peninsula

 1.  The writing form depicted in the image above illustrates 
which of the following advances in human civilization?

(A)  The ability of the Sumerians to create published 
texts that were widely available to the masses

(B)  The ability of the Sumerians to organize their 
society more effectively by keeping written 
records of economic transactions

(C)  The ability of the Sumerians to travel to other 
parts of the world using advanced wagon-wheel 
technology

(D)  The ability of the Sumerians to domesticate wild 
animals for human use
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Questions 4–6 refer to the passage below.

“Our constitution does not copy the laws of neighboring states; we are rather a pattern to others than imitators ourselves. Its 
administration favors the many instead of the few; this is why it is called a democracy. If we look to the laws, they afford equal 
justice to all in their private differences; if no social standing, advancement in public life falls to reputation for capacity, class 
considerations not being allowed to interfere with merit; nor again does poverty bar the way, if a man is able to serve the state, 
he is not hindered by the obscurity of his condition. The freedom which we enjoy in our government extends also to our ordinary 
life. There, far from exercising a jealous surveillance over each other, we do not feel called upon to be angry with our neighbor 
for doing what he likes, or even to indulge in those injurious looks which cannot fail to be offensive, although they inflict no 
positive penalty. But all this ease in our private relations does not make us lawless as citizens. Against this fear is our chief 
safeguard, teaching us to obey the magistrates and the laws, particularly such as regard the protection of the injured, whether they 
are actually on the statute book, or belong to that code which, although unwritten, yet cannot be broken without acknowledged 
disgrace.”

Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War, ca. 415 b.c.e.

 4.  According to the passage, which of the following is a 
characteristic of classical Greek democracy? 

(A) The weighing of individual accomplishment above 
financial status

(B) The imitation of neighboring states’ laws and 
principles

(C) The ability of average people to overthrow leaders 
with whom they disagree

(D) The justice system’s protection of the injured only 
through explicitly written legal codes

 5.  During the time period in which this text was written, 
who was allowed to participate in the Greek democratic 
process?

(A) All adult men born within the geographic 
boundaries of the state

(B) All adult men and women born within the 
geographic boundaries of the state

(C) All adult men who were citizens of the state by birth
(D) All adult men and women who were citizens of the 

state by birth

 6.  Which of the following correctly describes one of the  
primary reasons that Greek culture was disseminated 
widely around the Mediterranean region during the time 
period represented by the passage?

(A) The geography of Greece contains many natural 
resources that facilitated a profitable mining 
industry. 

(B) The geography of Greece contains numerous 
freshwater lakes that facilitated a successful 
fishing industry. 

(C) The geography of Greece contains prominent river 
valleys that facilitated widespread agriculture. 

(D) The geography of Greece contains many natural 
harbors that facilitated trade and commerce. 
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Questions 7–10 refer to the two sources below.

Source 1:

Map of the Mediterranean and Arab world, ca. 600–750 c.e. (with modern countries superimposed)

Source 2:

“After fighting three battles with the Romans, the Muslims conquered them. So when the chief men of the city saw these 
things, they went to Amr, and received a certificate of security for the city, that it might not be plundered. This kind of treaty 
which Muhammad, the chief of the Arabs, taught them, they called the Law; and he says with regard to it: “As for the province of 
Egypt and any city that agrees with its inhabitants to pay the land-tax to you and to submit to your authority, make a treaty with 
them, and do them no injury. But plunder and take as prisoners those that will not consent to this and resist you.” For this reason 
the Muslims kept their hands off the province and its inhabitants, but destroyed the nation of the Romans, and their general who 
was named Marianus. And those of the Romans who escaped fled to Alexandria, and shut its gates upon the Arabs, and fortified 
themselves within the city.”

“And in the year 360 of Diocletian [i.e. 644 c.e.], in the month of December, three years after Amr had taken possession of 
Memphis, the Muslims captured the city of Alexandria, and destroyed its walls, and burnt many churches with fire. And they 
burnt the church of Saint Mark, which was built by the sea, where his body was laid; and this was the place to which the father 
and patriarch, Peter the Martyr, went before his martyrdom, and blessed Saint Mark, and committed to him his reasonable flock, 
as he had received it. So they burnt this place and the monasteries around it....”

Sawirus ibn al-Muqaffa, History of the Patriarchs of the Coptic Church of Alexandria, ca. 1080 c.e.

 7.  The shaded portions of the map shown in Source 1  
indicate which of the following?

(A) The extent of the Roman Empire during its peak 
geographic reach

(B) The extent of the Byzantine Empire during the years 
of the Crusades

(C) The extent of the Arab conquest during the years 
during and after the life of Muhammad

(D) The extent of Sassanid-controlled territory during 
Persia’s peak geographic reach

 8. The text in Source 2 reflects which of the following  
policies commonly employed by Muslim leaders in  
conquered lands?

(A) The death penalty for those who refused to convert 
to Islam and submit to the authority of the 
conquerors 

(B) Taxation on those who refused to convert to 
Islam and submit to the authority of the 
conquerors 

(C) Forced exile for those who refused to convert 
to Islam and submit to the authority of the 
conquerors

(D) No penalty for those who refused to convert to Islam 
and submit to the authority of the conquerors
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 9. Which of the following best characterizes the split 
between Sunni and Shia Muslims during the time period 
after the death of Muhammad?

(A) A disagreement about the rightful successor to 
Muhammad’s rule

(B) A disagreement about the best location for 
pilgrimage activities in Mecca

(C) A disagreement about the legal status of women 
within Islam

(D) A disagreement about the Muslim theological 
understanding of God

 10. Which of the following is a major difference between 
early Christian and early Muslim beliefs?

(A) A belief in one god
(B) A belief in the divinity of Jesus
(C) A belief in proselytization 
(D) A belief in the importance of charity
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Questions 11–12 refer to the passage below.

“Upon their arrival they were honorably and graciously received by the grand Khan, in a full assembly of his principal 
officers. When they drew nigh to his person, they paid their respects by prostrating themselves on the floor. He immediately 
commanded them to rise, and to relate to him the circumstances of their travels, with all that had taken place in their negotiation 
with his holiness the pope. To their narrative, which they gave in the regular order of events, and delivered in perspicuous 
language, he listened with attentive silence. The letters and the presents from pope Gregory were then laid before him, and, upon 
hearing the former read, he bestowed much commendation on the fidelity, the zeal, and the diligence of his ambassadors; and 
receiving with due reverence the oil from the holy sepulchre, he gave directions  that it should be preserved with religious care. 
Upon his observing Marco Polo, and inquiring who he was, Nicolo made answer, This is your servant, and my son; upon which 
the grand Khan replied, “ He is welcome, and it pleases me much,” and he caused him to be enrolled amongst his attendants of 
honor. And on account of their return he made a great feast and rejoicing; and as long as the said brothers and Marco remained 
in the court of the grand Khan, they were honored even above his own courtiers. Marco was held in high estimation and respect 
by all belonging to the court. He learnt in a short time and adopted the manners of the Tartars, and acquired a proficiency in four 
different languages, which he became qualified to read and write.”

Marco Polo’s Travels, ca. 1300 c.e. 

 12. Which of the following best characterizes one way in 
which the Mongol Empire was very different from the 
other major empires of the ancient and medieval worlds?

(A) The Mongols generally ignored or assimilated to 
the cultural identities of the people whom they 
conquered.

(B) The Mongols often took over territory without 
major destruction or bloodshed.

(C) The Mongols imposed their religious beliefs on the 
people whom they conquered.

(D) The Mongols had little interest in trading with their 
geographic neighbors.

 11. The encounter described in the account above illustrates 
which of the following?

(A) The economic dominance of the Ottoman Empire
(B) The influence of Middle Eastern religious beliefs on 

the peoples of South Asia
(C) The lack of cooperation among major political 

groups in the High Middle Ages
(D) Amiable cultural exchange between Europe and 

Asia
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Questions 13–15 refer to the two sources below.

Source 1:

Diagram of a slave ship from the transatlantic slave trade, ca. 1790

Source 2:

“Are you a man? Then you should have an human heart. But have you indeed? What is your heart made of? Is there no such 
principle as compassion there? Do you never feel another’s pain? Have you no sympathy? No sense of human woe? No pity 
for the miserable? When you saw the flowing eyes, the heaving breasts, the bleeding sides and tortured limbs of your fellow-
creatures, was you a stone, or a brute? Did you look upon them with the eyes of a tiger? When you squeezed the agonizing 
creatures down in the ship, or when you threw their poor mangled remains into the sea, had you no relenting? Did not one tear 
drop from your eye, one sigh escape from your breast? Do you feel no relenting now? If you do not, you must go on, till the 
measure of your iniquities is full. Then will the great GOD deal with you, as you have dealt with them, and require all their blood 
at your hands.”
Excerpt courtesy of the Rare Book Collection, Wilson Special Collections Library, UNC-Chapel Hill.

John Wesley, Thoughts Upon Slavery, 1774

 13. The sentiment exhibited in Source 2 reflects the concerns 
of which of the following groups?

(A) The Puritans
(B) The Freemasons
(C) The Evangelicals
(D) The Mormons

 14. Which of the following most accurately depicts the 
historical context of the movements of goods and people 
(Source 1) during the centuries of transatlantic trade?

(A) Slaves to the Americas; cotton, sugar, and tobacco 
to Europe; textiles, rum, and raw goods to Africa

(B) Slaves to Africa; cotton, sugar, and tobacco to 
Europe; textiles, rum, and raw goods to the 
Americas

(C) Cotton, sugar, and tobacco to the Americas; slaves 
to Europe; textiles, rum, and raw goods to Africa

(D) Slaves to the Americas; cotton, sugar, and tobacco 
to Africa; textiles, rum, and raw goods to Europe
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 15. Which of the following correctly characterizes one 
consequence of the layout of transatlantic slaves shown in 
Source 1?

(A) Many slaves died of disease in the crowded hulls of 
tightly packed ships.

(B) Slave ships often sank due to overcrowding and 
imbalanced weight allotment. 

(C) Slaves were forced to assist in the rowing of the 
slave ships.

(D) Slave ships carried approximately equal numbers of 
slaves as crewmembers. 
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Questions 16–18 refer to the two sources below.

Source 1:

Union of 
South Africa

South-West
Africa

Sierra
Leone

Rio de
Oro

São Tomé
asd

Principe

Italian
Somaliland

British Somaliland

Nyasa
land

Bechuanaland

Rhodesia

Gold Coast

Nigeria

Cape Verde
West Africa

Morocco
Algeria

Tunisia

Tripoli
Cyrenaica

Equatorial
Africa

Angola

Congo

Sudan

Egypt
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Eritrea

Rwanda
Burundi
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BRITISH

BRITISH

BRITISH

FRENCH

FRENCH

FRENCH

BRITISH

BRITISH

BELGIAN

ITALIAN

ITALIAN

ITALIAN

ITALIAN

FRENCH

PORTUGUESE

PORTUGUESE

PORTUGUESE

BRITISH

SPANISH

SPANISH

PORTUGUESE

Map of European colonies in Africa, early 20th century

Source 2:

“I repeat, that the superior races have a right because they have a duty. They have the duty to civilize the inferior races....In 
the history of earlier centuries these duties, gentlemen, have often been misunderstood; and certainly when the Spanish soldiers 
and explorers introduced slavery into Central America, they did not fulfill their duty as men of a higher race....But, in our time, 
I maintain that European nations acquit themselves with generosity, with grandeur, and with sincerity of this superior civilizing 
duty.

I say that French colonial policy, the policy of colonial expansion, the policy that has taken us under the Empire [the Second 
Empire, of Napoleon], to Saigon, to Indochina [Vietnam], that has led us to Tunisia, to Madagascar-I say that this policy of 
colonial expansion was inspired by...the fact that a navy such as ours cannot do without safe harbors, defenses, supply centers on 
the high seas....Are you unaware of this? Look at a map of the world.”

Jules Ferry, On French Colonial Expansion, 1884

 16. The boundary lines on the map (Source 1) reflect which 
of the following?

(A) Natural barriers such as rivers and mountain ranges
(B) Traditional tribal divisions within African societies
(C) Linguistic differences
(D) European economic and political concerns
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 17. The reference in Source 2 to “superior” and “inferior 
races” reflect which of the following attitudes?

(A) The idea that the colonization of Africa would be 
profitable for European nations

(B) The idea that European navies needed use of African 
ports 

(C) The idea that African peoples would benefit from 
European cultural influence

(D) The idea that Africans and Europeans would have 
mutually beneficial cultural exchanges

 18. Which of the following describes a negative short-term 
effect of the European colonization of Africa?

(A) Famines occurred when African farmers were forced 
to grow crops for export.

(B) Europeans built infrastructure such as roads and 
railways in the lands that they colonized. 

(C) Missionaries from Europe built schools for native 
populations.

(D) Africa experienced a general improvement in 
medical care under European rule.
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Questions 19–20 refer to the two sources below.

Source 1:

“The case of a broken thigh is analogous to that of the arm, but in particular, a fractured thigh is mostly deranged forwards 
and outwards, for the bone is naturally flattened on those sides. It is to be set by the hands, with ligatures, and even cords applied, 
the one above and the other below the fracture. When the fracture takes place at one end, if at the head of the thigh, the middle 
part of a thong wrapped round with wool, so that it may not cut the parts there, is to be applied to the perineum, and the ends of 
it brought up to the head and given to an assistant to hold, and applying a ligature below the fracture, we give the ends of it to 
another assistant to make extension. If it is fractured near the knee, we apply the ligature immediately above the fracture, and give 
the ends to an assistant, with which to make extension upwards; and while we put a ligature round the knee to secure it, and while 
the patient lies thus, with his leg extended, we arrange the fracture.”

Paul of Aegina, Epitome: On the Fracture of the Thigh and Nose, late seventh century c.e.

Source 2:

“Medicine considers the human body as to the means by which it is cured and by which it is driven away from health. The 
knowledge of anything, since all things have causes, is not acquired or complete unless it is known by its causes. Therefore in 
medicine we ought to know the causes of sickness and health. And because health and sickness and their causes are sometimes 
manifest, and sometimes hidden and not to be comprehended except by the study of symptoms, we must also study the symptoms 
of health and disease. Now it is established in the sciences that no knowledge is acquired save through the study of its causes 
and beginnings, if it has had causes and beginnings; nor completed except by knowledge of its accidents and accompanying 
essentials.”

     Ibn Sina (Avicenna), On Medicine, ca. 1020 c.e.

 19. The two passages on medicine illustrate which of the 
following cultural exchanges that occurred in the period 
600–1450 c.e.?

(A) The influence of Mesoamerican science on 
Europeans through systems of trade and 
navigation

(B) The influence of Chinese science on Islamic 
civilizations through European immigration to 
Islamic lands

(C) The influence of Egyptian science on the Byzantines 
through European scholars 

(D) The influence of Greek science on Europeans 
through Byzantine and Islamic scholars

 20. Which of the following characterizes both of the  
passages?

(A) A reliance upon supernatural understandings of 
physical phenomena

(B) A reliance upon reason and rationalistic 
understandings of physical phenomena

(C) A reliance upon abstract philosophical 
understandings of physical phenomena

(D) A reliance upon astrological understandings of 
physical phenomena

02 AP WorldHist2016_PracTest 1_050916_DAS.indd   23 9/22/16   12:00 PM
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Questions 21–24 refer to the two sources below.

Source 1:

Reconstruction of the Aztec Great Temple of Tenochtitlan

Source 2:

“This great city contains a large number of temples, or houses, for their idols, very handsome edifices, which are situated in 
the different districts and the suburbs; in the principal ones religious persons of each particular sect are constantly residing, for 
whose use, besides the houses containing the idols, there are other convenient habitations. All these persons dress in black, and 
never cut or comb their hair from the time they enter the priesthood until they leave it; and all the sons of the principal inhabitants, 
both nobles and respectable citizens, are placed in the temples and wear the same dress from the age of seven or eight years until 
they are taken out to be married; which occurs more frequently with the first-born who inherit estates than with the others. The 
priests are debarred from female society, nor is any woman permitted to enter the religious houses. They also abstain from eating 
certain kinds of food, more at some seasons of the year than others.

Among these temples there is one which far surpasses all the rest, whose grandeur of architectural details no human tongue is 
able to describe; for within its precincts, surrounded by a lofty wall, there is room enough for a town of five hundred families. 
Around the interior of the enclosure there are handsome edifices, containing large halls and corridors, in which the religious 
persons attached to the temple reside. There are fully forty towers, which are lofty and well built, the largest of which has fifty 
steps leading to its main body, and is higher than the tower of the principal tower of the church at Seville. The stone and wood 
of which they are constructed are so well wrought in every part, that nothing could be better done, for the interior of the chapels 
containing the idols consists of curious imagery, wrought in stone, with plaster ceilings, and wood-work carved in relief, and 
painted with figures of monsters and other objects. All these towers are the burial places of the nobles, and every chapel in them is 
dedicated to a particular idol, to which they pay their devotions.”

Hernan Cortés, Second Letter to Charles V, ca. 1520
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21. Which of the following was an Aztec practice that took
place at temples, such as that depicted in Source 1, and
highly disturbed the Spanish conquistadors?

(A) Human sacrifice
(B) Grain storage
(C) Burial rites
(D) Trade and commerce

22. Which of the following describes the primary motivation
of the Spanish conquest of the Aztec empire?

(A) A desire to convert native populations to European
cultural practices

(B) A desire to establish trade networks in South 
America

(C) A desire to establish permanent agricultural lands
(D) A desire to acquire gold and spices

23. The description of Tenochtitlan’s temples in Source 2
indicates that which of the following was true of Aztec
society in the sixteenth century?

(A) It was outward-focused and relied upon networks of
ocean trade.

(B) It was highly complex and contained large numbers 
of skilled artisans.

(C) It was egalitarian in its treatment of women.
(D) It had largely peaceful relations with neighboring 

civilizations.

24. Cortés’ numerous references to “idols” in Source 2
illustrates which of the following conflicts between
the Spanish conquistadors and the peoples of the New
World?

(A) Spanish monotheism versus Aztec polytheism
(B) Spanish capitalism versus Aztec communalism
(C) Spanish authoritarianism versus Aztec

ethnocentrism
(D) Spanish hedonism versus Aztec intellectualism
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Section I

Questions 25–29 refer to the two sources below.
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25. Which of the following political eras in Japan best
contextualizes the dramatic increases shown in the charts
above?

(A) The Tokugawa Shogunate
(B) The Heian Era
(C) The Meiji Restoration
(D) The Showa Era

26. In addition to the increased industrialization shown in the
charts above, which of the following occurred in Japan in
the late nineteenth century?

(A) The increased aggression of Japan toward the
United States

(B) The weakening of Japanese imperial traditions
(C) The decrease in cultural creativity
(D) The abolition of the samurai warrior class

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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27. Based on the charts and your knowledge of world history,
how was industrialization in Japan different from indus-
trialization in Europe?

(A) Japan was more interested in producing different
industrial goods than were the Europeans.

(B) Japan accomplished in a few decades what had 
taken Europe more than a century.

(C) Japan’s political leadership was fiercely opposed to 
the wealthy new class of industrialists, unlike the 
leadership in Europe.

(D) Japan did not need to import raw materials, unlike 
Europe.

28. Which of the following was an effect of Japanese
industrial and military strength on its relationship with
its neighbors in the time period shown in the tables?

(A) Japan defeated Russia in a war for control of
Siberia.

(B) Japan defeated China in a war for control of Korea.
(C) Japan defeated France in a war for control of 

Indochina.
(D) Japan defeated Britain in a war for control over 

Burma.

29. Which of the following was a long-term effect of the
rapid growth of Japanese shipbuilding capability
illustrated in Source 2?

(A) Japan was able to develop a modern navy that could
fight on equal footing with those of European 
nations and the United States.

(B) Japan was able to develop many new naval 
technologies that were unparalleled elsewhere in 
the world.

(C) Japan was able to successfully defend German 
territories in the Pacific during World War I.

(D) Japan was able to develop its civilian maritime 
interests as a means of demilitarization in the 
early twentieth century.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.



GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.

Section I

 2 8  |  Cracking the AP World History Exam

Section II

Questions 30–31 refer to the two sources below.

Source 1:

“In the days of a great struggle against a foreign enemy who has been endeavoring for three years to enslave our country, it 
pleased God to send Russia a further painful trial. Internal troubles threatened to have a fatal effect on the further progress of this 
obstinate war. The destinies of Russia, the honor of her heroic Army, the happiness of the people, and the whole future of our 
beloved country demand that the war should be conducted at all costs to a victorious end.

The cruel enemy is making his last efforts and the moment is near when our valiant Army, in concert with our glorious Allies, 
will finally overthrow the enemy. In these decisive days in the life of Russia we have thought that we owed to our people the close 
union and organization of all its forces for the realization of a rapid victory; for which reason, in agreement with the Imperial 
Duma, we have recognized that it is for the good of the country that we should abdicate the Crown of the Russian State and lay 
down the Supreme Power.”

Tsar Nicholas II, Abdication, March 15, 1917

Source 2:

“History will not forgive revolutionaries for procrastinating when they could be victorious today (and they certainly will be 
victorious today), while they risk losing much tomorrow, in fact, the risk losing everything.

If we seize power today, we seize it not in opposition to the Soviets but on their behalf. The seizure of power is the business of 
the uprising; its political purpose will become clear after the seizure....

It would be an infinite crime on the part of the revolutionaries were they to let the chance slip, knowing that the salvation of 
the revolution, the offer of peace, the salvation of Petrograd, salvation from famine, the transfer of the land to the peasants depend 
upon them.

The government is tottering. It must be given the death-blow at all costs.”

Vladimir Illyich Lenin, Call to Power, October 24, 1917

30. Czar Nicholas II’s declaration of abdication in Source 1 is
best understood in light of which of the following?

(A) Economic prosperity that fostered dislike of the
aristocracy

(B) Widespread dislike of Nicholas’ tolerance of 
political dissidents

(C) Large-scale military losses and resentment of the 
working classes

(D) Persecution of religious minorities 

31. What was the principal philosophical underpinning of
Lenin’s call to power in Source 2?

(A) Capitalism
(B) Mercantilism
(C) Fascism
(D) Marxism
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Questions 32–33 refer to the source below.

The Discus Thrower, second century c.e.

 32. The statue pictured in the photograph displays the artistic 
influence of which of the following civilizations?

(A) Egyptian
(B) Greek
(C) Olmec
(D) Berber

 33. Which of the following artistic themes can be seen in the 
photograph?

(A) An emphasis on realistic depiction of the human 
body

(B) An emphasis on abstract ideas and expressions
(C) An emphasis on allegory and religious themes
(D) An emphasis on symbolism and political protest
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GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.

Questions 34–36 refer to the source below.
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Trade map of Africa, ca. fifteenth century c.e.

 34. Who were the primary groups traversing the Sahara  
Desert to reach West Africa along the trade routes shown 
on the map?

(A) Islamic traders
(B) European traders
(C) Chinese traders
(D) Mongol traders

 35. What was one significant effect of the Indian Ocean trade 
shown on the east side of the map?

(A) The emigration of large numbers of Africans to 
southern Asia

(B) The development of the Swahili language
(C) The conversion of most of the coastal parts of 

eastern Africa to Christianity
(D) The importation of gold from Arabia

 36. What is the main reason that there were no significant 
trade routes in the central portion of the map?

(A) The hostility of local tribes discouraged outsiders 
from entering.

(B) The central part of Africa has no significant 
resources.

(C) Linguistic barriers made trade difficult.
(D) The harshness of the terrain made travel practically 

impossible.
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Questions 37–38 refer to the passage below.

“The Romanists have, with great adroitness, drawn three walls round themselves, with which they have hitherto protected 
themselves, so that no one could reform them, whereby all Christendom has fallen terribly.

Firstly, if pressed by the temporal power, they have affirmed and maintained that the temporal power has no jurisdiction over 
them, but, on the contrary, that the spiritual power is above the temporal.

Secondly, if it were proposed to admonish them with the Scriptures, they objected that no one may interpret the Scriptures but 
the Pope.

Thirdly, if they are threatened with a council, they pretend that no one may call a council but the Pope…
…The second wall is even more tottering and weak: that they alone pretend to be considered masters of the Scriptures;

although they learn nothing of them all their life. They assume authority, and juggle before us with impudent words, saying that 
the Pope cannot err in matters of faith, whether he be evil or good, albeit they cannot prove it by a single letter. That is why the 
canon law contains so many heretical and unchristian, nay unnatural, laws; but of these we need not speak now. For whereas 
they imagine the Holy Ghost never leaves them, however unlearned and wicked they may be, they grow bold enough to decree 
whatever they like. But were this true, where were the need and use of the Holy Scriptures? Let us burn them, and content 
ourselves with the unlearned gentlemen at Rome, in whom the Holy Ghost dwells, who, however, can dwell in pious souls only. If 
I had not read it, I could never have believed that the devil should have put forth such follies at Rome and find a following.”

          Martin Luther, Address to the Nobility of the German Nation, 1520

37. When the author of the passage above discusses the
“second wall,” to what is he referring?

(A) The differing views of Catholics and Reformers on
the appropriate definition of “Holy Ghost”

(B) The differing views of Catholics and Reformers on 
the appropriate use and interpretation of biblical 
texts

(C) The differing views of Catholics and Reformers 
on the appropriate theological belief about the 
divinity of Jesus

(D) The differing views of Catholics and Reformers on 
the appropriate method of baptism

38. How is the “temporal power” mentioned in the passage
best understood contextually?

(A) A clerical or ecclesiastical authority
(B) A legal or scholarly authority
(C) A state or secular authority
(D) A business or economic authority



GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.

Section I

 3 2  |  Cracking the AP World History Exam 3 2  |  Cracking the AP World History Exam

Questions 39–41 refer to the source below.

“We are not Europeans; we are not Indians; we are but a mixed species of aborigines and Spaniards. Americans by birth and 
Europeans by law, we find ourselves engaged in a dual conflict: we are disputing with the natives for titles of ownership, and at 
the same time we are struggling to maintain ourselves in the country that gave us birth against the opposition of the invaders. Thus 
our position is most extraordinary and complicated. But there is more. As our role has always been strictly passive and political 
existence nil, we find that our quest for liberty is now even more difficult of accomplishment; for we, having been placed in a 
state lower than slavery, had been robbed not only of our freedom but also of the right to exercise an active domestic tyranny…
We have been ruled more by deceit than by force, and we have been degraded more by vice than by superstition. Slavery is the 
daughter of darkness: an ignorant people is a blind instrument of its own destruction. Ambition and intrigue abuses the credulity 
and experience of men lacking all political, economic, and civic knowledge; they adopt pure illusion as reality; they take license 
for liberty, treachery for patriotism, and vengeance for justice. If a people, perverted by their training, succeed in achieving their 
liberty, they will soon lose it, for it would be of no avail to endeavor to explain to them that happiness consists in the practice of 
virtue; that the rule of law is more powerful than the rule of tyrants, because, as the laws are more inflexible, every one should 
submit to their beneficent austerity; that proper morals, and not force, are the bases of law; and that to practice justice is to 
practice liberty.”

Simón de Bolívar, Message to the Congress of Angostura, 1819

39. The passage is best understood in the context of which of
the following political movements?

(A) The fight for workers’ rights in Central America
(B) The fight for independence in South America
(C) The fight for economic justice in the Caribbean
(D) The fight for political autonomy in the Philippines

40. The author of this text expresses a belief in which of the
following as requirements for a properly functioning legal
system?

(A) Truth and religion
(B) Freedom and democracy
(C) Intelligence and order
(D) Morality and justice

41. Simón de Bolívar, the author of the passage, accomplished
which of the following?

(A) The first union of independent Latin American
states

(B) The first military victory of the War of 1812
(C) The first military victory of the Spanish-American 

War
(D) The first political coup by someone of mixed-race 

descent
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Questions 42–45 refer to the three passages below.

Source 1:

“You may well ask: “Why direct action? Why sit-ins, marches and so forth? Isn’t negotiation a better path?” You are quite 
right in calling, for negotiation. Indeed, this is the very purpose of direct action. Nonviolent direct action seeks to create such a 
crisis and foster such a tension that a community which has constantly refused to negotiate is forced to confront the issue. It seeks 
so to dramatize the issue that it can no longer be ignored. My citing the creation of tension as part of the work of the nonviolent-
resister may sound rather shocking. But I must confess that I am not afraid of the word “tension.” I have earnestly opposed violent 
tension, but there is a type of constructive, nonviolent tension which is necessary for growth. Just as Socrates felt that it was 
necessary to create a tension in the mind so that individuals could rise from the bondage of myths and half-truths to the unfettered 
realm of creative analysis and objective appraisal, we must we see the need for nonviolent gadflies to create the kind of tension 
in society that will help men rise from the dark depths of prejudice and racism to the majestic heights of understanding and 
brotherhood.”

Martin Luther King, Jr., Letter from a Birmingham Jail, 1966

Source 2:

“We, men and women, who hereby constitute ourselves as the National Organization for Women, believe that the time has 
come for a new movement toward true equality for all women in America, and toward a fully equal partnership of the sexes, as 
part of the world-wide revolution of human rights now taking place within and beyond our national borders.

The purpose of NOW is to take action to bring women into full participation in the mainstream of American society now, 
exercising all the privileges and responsibilities thereof in truly equal partnership with men.

We believe the time has come to move beyond the abstract argument, discussion and symposia over the status and special 
nature of women which has raged in America in recent years; the time has come to confront, with concrete action, the conditions 
that now prevent women from enjoying the equality of opportunity and freedom of which is their right, as individual Americans, 
and as human beings.”

National Organization for Women, Statement of Purpose, 1966

Source 3:

“The long-term goal of Gay Liberation, which inevitably brings us into conflict with the institutionalized sexism of this 
society, is to rid society of the gender-role system which is at the root of our oppression. This can only be achieved by eliminating 
the social pressures on men and women to conform to narrowly defined gender roles. It is particularly important that children and 
young people be encouraged to develop their own talents and interests and to express their own individuality rather than act out 
stereotyped parts alien to their nature.

As we cannot carry out this revolutionary change alone, and as the abolition of gender rotes is also a necessary condition of 
women’s liberation, we will work to form a strategic alliance with the women’s liberation movement, aiming to develop our ideas 
and our practice in close inter-relation. In order to build this alliance, the brothers in gay liberation will have to be prepared to 
sacrifice that degree of male chauvinism and male privilege that they still all possess.”

Gay Liberation Front, Manifesto, 1971
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42. The author of Source 1 endorses which of the following
tactics as a means of achieving his aims?

(A) Violent overthrow of the government
(B) Nonviolent resistance
(C) Appeasement
(D) Legal action

43. Source 2 suggests that which of the following was true
about the women’s movement in 1966?

(A) It had succeeded in achieving all of its goals.
(B) It was ready for more abstract discussions.
(C) It was not a movement supported by men.
(D) It had not achieved full equality for all segments of

society.

44. According to the text, the authors of Source 3 see
which of the following as an obstacle to achieving Gay
Liberation?

(A) Rigid societal gender roles
(B) Conflicts with the women’s rights movement
(C) Societal privileging of some races over others
(D) Inequity in pay scales

45. Which of the following do both Source 1 and Source 2
explicitly emphasize?

(A) The need for nonviolent resistance
(B) The need for practical steps alongside discussions�
(C) The need for unity with other movements
(D) The need for new and strengthened legislation
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Questions 46–48 refer to the passage below.

“Let a woman retire late to bed, but rise early to duties; let her nor dread tasks by day or by night. Let her not refuse to 
perform domestic duties whether easy or difficult. That which must be done, let her finish completely, tidily, and systematically, 
When a woman follows such rules as these, then she may be said to be industrious.

Let a woman be correct in manner and upright in character in order to serve her husband. Let her live in purity and quietness 
of spirit, and attend to her own affairs. Let her love not gossip and silly laughter. Let her cleanse and purify and arrange in order 
the wine and the food for the offerings to the ancestors. When a woman observes such principles as these, then she may be said to 
continue ancestral worship.

No woman who observes these three fundamentals of life has ever had a bad reputation or has fallen into disgrace. If a woman 
fail to observe them, how can her name be honored; how can she but bring disgrace upon herself?”
© The East Asian Library and the Gest Collection, Princeton University.

Ban Zhao, Lessons for a Woman, ca. 80 c.e.

46. Which of the following is expressed as an expectation for
women in ancient China, according to the passage?

(A) That they obediently fulfill their obligations within
the home

(B) That they collaborate with their husbands on 
domestic tasks

(C) That they pursue education in order to find 
meaningful employment

(D) That they speak their minds boldly

47. Which theme in the passage was common in patriarchal
ancient societies?

(A) The importance of attending to the affairs of others
(B) The importance of ancestor worship
(C) The importance of systematically arranging

wine 
(D) The importance of female purity

48. In what way were women’s lives in the period 600 b.c.e.
to 600 c.e. generally more restricted than women’s lives
had been globally before the advent of sedentary
societies?

(A) Women were increasingly thought of as primary
earners for the family.

(B) Women were increasingly responsible for the care 
of their children.

(C) Women’s power increasingly fell within the private 
sphere.

(D) Women’s power increasingly fell within the public 
sphere.
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Questions 49–50 refer to the two sources below.

Source 1:

“We proclaim Him also by our senses on all sides, and we sanctify the noblest sense, which is that of sight. The image is a 
memorial, just what words are to a listening ear. What a book is to the literate, that an image is to the illiterate. The image speaks 
to the sight as words to the ear; it brings us understanding.”

         John of Damascus, Apologia Against Those Who Decry Holy Images, ca. 730 c.e.

Source 2:

“To make our confession short, we keep unchanged all the ecclesiastical traditions handed down to us, whether in writing 
or verbally, one of which is the making of pictorial representations, agreeable to the history of the preaching of the Gospel, a 
tradition useful in many respects, but especially in this, that so the incarnation of the Word of God is shown forth as real and not 
merely fantastic, for these have mutual indications and without doubt have also mutual significations.”

     Decree of the Second Council of Nicaea, 787 c.e.

 49. The late eighth-century religious debate in Byzantium 
that occasioned the writing of the passages is best  
understood in the context of which of the following?

(A) Disagreement about the true nature of divinity
(B) Disagreement about the role of the priesthood
(C) Disagreement about the appropriate use of religious 

iconography
(D) Disagreement about the best form of ascetic practice

 50. Which of the following religious movements was  
ideologically opposed to the sentiments about the use of 
holy images reflected in the passages?

(A) Sunni Islam
(B) Buddhism
(C) Zoroastrianism
(D) Jainism
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Questions 51–53 refer to the source below.

“Upon this a question arises: whether it be better to be loved than feared or feared than loved? It may be answered that one 
should wish to be both, but, because it is difficult to unite them in one person, it is much safer to be feared than loved, when, of 
the two, either must be dispensed with. Because this is to be asserted in general of men, that they are ungrateful, fickle, false, 
cowardly, covetous, and as long as you succeed they are yours entirely; they will offer you their blood, property, life, and children, 
as is said above, when the need is far distant; but when it approaches they turn against you. And that prince who, relying entirely 
on their promises, has neglected other precautions, is ruined; because friendships that are obtained by payments, and not by 
greatness or nobility of mind, may indeed be earned, but they are not secured, and in time of need cannot be relied upon; and men 
have less scruple in offending one who is beloved than one who is feared, for love is preserved by the link of obligation which, 
owing to the baseness of men, is broken at every opportunity for their advantage; but fear preserves you by a dread of punishment 
which never fails.”

    Nicolo Machiavelli, The Prince, ca. 1513 c.e.

 51. Which of the following best characterizes the author’s  
attitude in the passage?

(A) Cynicism about the loyalty of a ruler’s subjects
(B) Optimism about the fair-mindedness of political 

leaders
(C) Criticism of the religious establishment
(D) Ambivalence about the future of his economic 

prospects

 52. Machiavelli’s treatise is best understood in the context of 
which of the following?

(A) A time of burgeoning economic prosperity among 
the lower classes of Italian society

(B) A time of increasing religious devotion among the 
elite Italian scholars

(C) A time of intense political conflict among warring 
Italian city-states and other factions

(D) A time of collegial cooperation between scholars 
and ecclesiastical authorities in Italy

 53. The political philosophy espoused in the text above is  
different from those of the medieval period in which of 
the following ways?

(A) It accepted the notion that monarchs were justified 
in asserting their authority.

(B) It was a pragmatic rather than an ethical or religious 
ideology.

(C) It stressed the importance of looking back to the 
classical past.

(D) It did not rely upon strong concepts of equality 
across class boundaries.
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Questions 54–55 refer to the two passages below.

Source 1:

“It is impossible to demand that an impossible position should be cleared up by peaceful revision and at the same time 
constantly reject peaceful revision. It is also impossible to say that he who undertakes to carry out these revisions for himself 
transgresses a law, since the Versailles “Diktat” is not law to us. A signature was forced out of us with pistols at our head and with 
the threat of hunger for millions of people. And then this document, with our signature, obtained by force, was proclaimed as a 
solemn law.”

    Adolf Hitler, speech to the Reichstag, September 1, 1939

Source 2:

“We shall not flag or fail. We shall go on to the end. We shall fight in France, we shall fight on the seas and the oceans, we 
shall fight with growing confidence and growing strength in the air, we shall defend our island, whatever the cost may be. We 
shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the 
hills; we shall never surrender.”

    Winston Churchill, speech before Parliament, June 4, 1940

 54. What is the historical background for Adolf Hitler’s 
condemnation of the Treaty of Versailles mentioned in 
Source 1?

(A) Hitler’s belief that Poland’s territorial borders 
should not be violated

(B) A rising intolerance of ethnic and political minority 
groups

(C) A widespread belief in Germany that it had been 
unfairly treated at the end of World War I

(D) Hitler’s attempted collaboration with Italian leader 
Benito Mussolini

 55. Winston Churchill’s speech in Source 2 is best  
understood in the context of which of the following?

(A) British support for growing resistance movements in 
Eastern Europe

(B) British trade deals with American manufacturers of 
military hardware

(C) British appeasement of the Axis powers
(D) British fears about a possible invasion attempt by 

Nazi Germany
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WORLD HISTORY

SECTION I, Part B

Time—50 minutes

4 Questions

Directions: Read each question carefully and write your responses on a separate sheet of paper.

Use complete sentences; an outline or bulleted list alone is not acceptable. On test day, you will be able to plan your answers in the 
exam booklet, but only your responses in the corresponding boxes on the free-response answer sheet will be scored.

 1.  Use the image below and your knowledge of world history to answer all parts of the question that follows.

Illustration of James Watt’s mechanical steam engine

a) Identify TWO specific technological advances that benefited from the development of the Watt engine.
b) Explain ONE specific long-term effect of the introduction of the Watt engine on each of the technological advances you 

identified in part (a) above.
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 2. Use your knowledge of world history to answer all parts of the question that follows.

  Identify and explain THREE specific ways in which the Romans assimilated Greek culture during the period 100 b.c.e. to  
600 c.e.
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 3. Use the photograph below and your knowledge of world history to answer all parts of the question that follows.

a) Identify how the “space race” between the United States and the Soviet Union had its origins in the Cold War nuclear 
arms race.

b) Using TWO specific examples, explain how the end of communism changed the relationship between the United States 
and the former Soviet Union. 
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 4. Use the passage below and your knowledge of world history to answer the question that follows.

“The greatest improvement in the productive powers of labor, and the greater part of the skill, dexterity, and judgment with 
which it is anywhere directed, or applied, seem to have been the effects of the division of labor....To take an example, therefore, 
the trade of the pin-maker; a workman not educated to this business, nor acquainted with the use of the machinery employed in 
it, could scarce, perhaps, with his utmost industry, make one pin in a day, and certainly could not make twenty. But in the way in 
which this business is now carried on, not only the whole work is a peculiar trade, but it is divided into a number of branches, of 
which the greater part are likewise peculiar trades. One man draws out the wire, another straights it, a third cuts it, a fourth points 
it, a fifth grinds it at the top for receiving, the head; to make the head requires two or three distinct operations; to put it on is a 
peculiar business, to whiten the pins is another; it is even a trade by itself to put them into the paper; and the important business 
of making a pin is, in this manner, divided into about eighteen distinct operations, which, in some factories, are all performed by 
distinct hands, though in others the same man will sometimes perform two or three of them.”

      Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations, 1776

 Identify and describe THREE specific historical examples from 1750 to the present day that illustrate the benefits of the  
division of labor as described in the text.

STOP
END OF SECTION I

IF YOU FINISH BEFORE TIME IS CALLED, YOU MAY CHECK YOUR WORK ON THIS SECTION.
DO NOT GO ON TO SECTION II UNTIL YOU ARE TOLD TO DO SO.
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AP® World History Exam
SECTION II: Free Response

DO NOT OPEN THIS BOOKLET UNTIL YOU ARE TOLD TO DO SO.

Instructions

The questions for Section II are printed in the Questions and Documents booklet. You may use 
that booklet to organize your answers and for scratch work, but you must write your answers 
in this Section II: Free Response booklet. No credit will be given for any work written in the 
Questions and Documents booklet.

The proctor will announce the beginning and end of the reading period. You are advised to 
spend the 15-minute period reading the question and planning your answer to Question 1, the 
document-based question. If you have time, you may also read Questions 2 and 3. 

Section II of this exam requires answers in essay form. Write clearly and legibly. Circle the 
number of the question you are answering at the top of each page in this booklet. Begin each 
answer on a new page. Do not skip lines. Cross out any errors you make; crossed-out work 
will not be scored.

Manage your time carefully. The proctor will announce the suggested time for each part, 
but you may proceed freely from one part to the next. Go on to Question 2 or 3 if you finish 
Question 1 early. You may review your responses if you finish before the end of the exam is 
announced.

After the exam, you must apply the label that corresponds to the long-essay question you 
answered—Question 2 or 3. For example, if you answered Question 2, apply the label 

  
2 . 

Failure to do so may delay your score.

The Exam

At a Glance
Total Time
1 hour, 30 minutes

Number of Questions
2

Percent of Total Score
40%

Writing Instrument
Pen with black or dark 
blue ink

Reading Period
Time
15 minutes (suggested). 
Use this time to read the 
questions and plan your 
answer to Question 1, the 
document-based question.

Writing Period
Time
1 hour, 15 minutes

Question 1 (DBQ):
Mandatory
Question 1 (DBQ)

Suggested Time
40 minutes

Percent of Total Score
25%

Question 2 or 3: Choose
One Question
Answer either Question 
2 or 3

Suggested Time
35 minutes

Percent of Total Score
15%
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WORLD HISTORY

SECTION II

Total Time––1 hour, 30 minutes 

Question 1 (Document-Based Question) 

Suggested reading and writing time: 55 minutes 

It is suggested that you spend 15 minutes reading the documents and 40 minutes writing your response. 

Note: You may begin writing your response before the reading period is over. 

Directions: Question 1 is based on the accompanying Documents 1–5. The documents have been edited for the purpose of this 
exercise. 

In your response you should do the following. 

•  Thesis: Present a thesis that makes a historically defensible claim and responds to all parts of the question. The thesis must 
consist of one or more sentences located in one place, either in the introduction or the conclusion. 

•  Argument Development: Develop and support a cohesive argument that recognizes and accounts for historical complexity by 
explicitly illustrating relationships among historical evidence such as contradiction, corroboration, and/or qualification. 

• Use of the Documents: Utilize the content of at least four of the documents to support the thesis or a relevant argument. 

•  Sourcing the Documents: Explain the significance of the author’s point of view, author’s purpose, historical context, and/or 
audience for at least three of the documents. 

•  Contextualization: Situate the argument by explaining the broader historical events, developments, or processes immediately 
relevant to the question. 

•  Outside Evidence: Provide an example or additional piece of specific evidence beyond those found in the documents to support 
or qualify the argument. 

• Synthesis: Extend the argument by explaining the connections between the argument and ONE of the following. 

 – A development in a different historical period, situation, era, or geographical area. 

 –  A course theme and/or approach to history that is not the focus of the essay (such as political, economic, social, cultural, or 
intellectual history). 

 – A different discipline or field of inquiry (such as economics, government and politics, art history, or anthropology).
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 Question 1: Using the documents and your knowledge of world history, evaluate how governments and international  
organizations responded to the consequences of World War II after it ended in 1945.

Document 1

Source: Preamble to the Charter of the United Nations, 1945. 

WE THE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS DETERMINED

 •  to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime has brought untold sorrow to 
mankind, and

 •  to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal rights of 
men and women and of nations large and small, and

 •  to establish conditions under which justice and respect for the obligations arising from treaties and other sources of 
international law can be maintained, and

 • to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom, 

AND FOR THESE ENDS 

 • to practice tolerance and live together in peace with one another as good neighbours, and

 • to unite our strength to maintain intertnational peace and security, and

 •  to ensure, by the acceptance of principles and the institution of methods, that armed force shall not be used, save in 
the common interest, and 

 • to employ international machinery for the promotion of economic and social advancement of all peoples, 

HAVE RESOLVED TO COMBINE OUR EFFORTS TO ACCOMPLISH THESE AIMS

Accordingly, our respective Governments, through representatives assembled in the city of San Francisco, who have exhibited 
their full powers found to be in good and due form, have agreed to the present Charter of the United Nations and do hereby 
establish an international organization to be known as the United Nations. 
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Document 2

Source: Preamble to the Constitution of Japan, 1946. 

We, the Japanese people, acting through our duly elected representatives in the National Diet, determined that we shall secure 
for ourselves and our posterity the fruits of peaceful cooperation with all nations and the blessings of liberty throughout this 
land, and resolved that never again shall we be visited with the horrors of war through the action of government, do proclaim 
that sovereign power resides with the people and do firmly establish this Constitution. Government is a sacred trust of the 
people, the authority for which is derived from the people, the powers of which are exercised by representatives of the people, 
and the benefits of which are enjoyed by the people. This is a universal principle of mankind upon which this Constitution is 
founded. We reject and revoke all constitutions, laws, ordinances, and rescripts in conflict herewith. We, the Japanese people, 
desire peace for all time and are deeply conscious of the high ideals controlling human relationship and we have determined 
to preserve our security and existence, trusting in the justice and faith of the peace-loving peoples of the world. We desire to 
occupy an honored place in an international society striving for the preservation of peace, and the banishment of tyranny and 
slavery, oppression and intolerance for all time from the earth. We recognize that all peoples of the world have the right to live 
in peace, free from fear and want. We believe that no nation is responsible to itself alone, but that laws of political morality are 
universal; and that obedience to such laws is incumbent upon all nations who would sustain their own sovereignty and justify 
their sovereign relationship with other nations. We, the Japanese people, pledge our national honor to accomplish these high 
ideals and purposes with all our resources. 

Document 3

Source: Preamble to the Constitution of India, 1949.

We, the people of India, having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a sovereign socialist secular democratic republic and 
to secure to all its citizens: 

JUSTICE, social, economic and political; 

LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship; 

EQUALITY of status and of opportunity; and to promote among them all FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual 
and the unity and integrity of the Nation; 

In our constituent assembly this twenty-sixth day of November, 1949, do hereby adopt, enact, and give to ourselves this  
constitution. 
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Document 4

Source: Preamble to the Constitution of France, 1958. 

The French people hereby solemnly proclaim their dedication to the Rights of Man and the principle of national sovereignty as 
defined by the Declaration of 1789, reaffirmed and complemented by the Preamble to the 1946 Constitution. 

By virtue of these principles and that of the free determination of peoples, the Republic offers to the Overseas Territories that 
express the will to adhere to them new institutions based on the common ideal of liberty, equality, and fraternity and conceived 
with a view to their democratic evolution. 

Document 5

Source: Vietnamese Declaration of Independence, 1945.

… for more than eighty years, the French imperialists, abusing the standard of Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity, have violated 
our Fatherland and oppressed our fellow¬ citizens. They have acted contrary to the ideals of humanity and justice. In the field 
of politics, they have deprived our people of every democratic liberty…

For these reasons, we, members of the Provisional Government, representing the whole Vietnamese people, declare that from 
now on we break off all relations of a colonial character with France; we repeal all the international obligations that France 
has so far subscribed to on behalf of Vietnam and we abolish all the special rights the French have unlawfully acquired in our 
Fatherland. The whole Vietnamese people, animated by a common purpose, are determined to fight to the bitter end against 
any attempt by the French colonialists to reconquer their country. We are convinced that the Allied nations, which at Tehran 
and San Francisco have acknowledged the principles of self-determination and equality of nations, will not refuse to acknowl-
edge the independence of Vietnam. A people who have courageously opposed French domination for more than eight years, 
a people who have fought side by side with the Allies against the Fascists during these last years, such a people must be free 
and independent. For these reasons, we, members of the Provisional Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, 
solemnly declare to the world that Vietnam has the right to be a free and independent country—and in fact is so already. The 
entire Vietnamese people are determined to mobilize all their physical and mental strength, to sacrifice their lives and property 
in order to safeguard their independence and liberty.

END OF PART A
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Question 2 or Question 3 

Suggested writing time: 35 minutes 

Directions: Choose EITHER Question 2 or Question 3. 

In your response you should do the following.

•  Thesis: Present a thesis that makes a historically defensible claim and responds to the question. The thesis must consist of one or 
more sentences located in one place, either in the introduction or the conclusion. 

•  Application of Historical Thinking Skills: Develop and support an argument that applies the historical thinking skill of 
continuity/change over time.  

•  Supporting the Argument with Evidence: Utilize specific examples of evidence to fully and effectively substantiate the stated 
thesis or relevant argument. 

•  Synthesis: Extend the argument by explaining the connections between the argument and ONE of the following. 

 – A development in a different historical period, situation, era, or geographical area.

 –  A course theme and/or approach to history that is not the focus of the essay (such as political, economic, social, cultural, or 
intellectual history). 

 – A different discipline or field of inquiry (such as economics, government and politics, art history, or anthropology). 

 Question 2: Evaluate the extent to which the emergence of Christianity in the first century c.e. can be considered a pivotal 
point in the history of the Mediterranean region. In the development of your argument, consider what changed and what 
stayed the same after the emergence of Christianity as a world religion. 

 Question 3: Evaluate the extent to which the split between the Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches in the 
eleventh century c.e. can be considered a pivotal point in the history of Christianity. In the development of your argument, 
consider what changed and what stayed the same after the split between these two Christian factions.

END OF EXAMINATION
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